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ANDAHL FAMILY RECORDS 


1951 Number One 
For copies write to 
Mrs. Sena Amdahl Rendahl 
Fillmore, North Dakota 


THE AMDAHLS MOVE FROM NORWAY TO THE UNITED STATES 


Sigve Amdahl, my oldest brother was the first of our family 
to go to America. He left in the spring of 1889 with a first cousin, 
Reverend Iver Hatlestad, who had been visiting in Norway that year. 
Reverend Hatlestad served a Lutheran parish near Ossian, Iowa. Sigve 
intended to return in five years to take over the farm, to which he 
had inheritance rights. A year later, ovr brother Berge left Norway, 
tooe They both worked by the month for farmers in the Ossian community. 


In the meantime, our father, Lars Bergeson Amdal, began to 
build a new house on the Amdal farm in Nerstrand, Norwey, for the use of 
the rest of the family and himself when Sigve should come home to take 
over the farm. The building material was right there on the farm. Way 
up in thc mountain wo had a big valley of tall fir trees. They cut them 
dovm and hauled them over to a cliff and rolled them down the mountainside 
into the sea. Ole Strumastol and Ole Viki, the "husmann", helped my 
fathor.e I remember that Martha and I used to carry a gallon pail of 
warm "komla", potato dumplings in soup, to the mon for dinner. The logs 
were taken by sca to the sawmill. 


Father was building a nice house, but before it was entirely 
finished, Sigve wrote th.t he was not coming back -- and neithor was 
Borge. Tho boys did not advise their parents to come to America. Our 
parents suspected that one aftcr another of the children would bo going 
to tho United States us they grew up. They decided that now was a time 
they could take them all clong und be together. Martha was ninctcen and 
engeged to be marricd but she wantcd to go too, so it wis agreed that 
her fiencoc, Thorvald Watland, should come later. 


They advertised the farm for sale. The new houso was quite a 
distanco from the old one so thoy sold the land as two farms and sold the 
parcol of timber in the mountains separately, They did not get all cash, 
but they paid all debts, bought transportation for nine and had enough 
left, togothor with what the boys had savod, to buy « furm five miles 
south of Ossian, noar tho Hauges Stavanger Lutheran church. 


We went by rowboat from Amdal to the steamer station at 
Nerstrand village. We couldn't stop along the way to say goodbyc, but 
fs we passed the schoolhouse where wo had gone to school the teacher took 
the children near enough to the shore that thoy could wave goodbye to us. 
This was in June, 1892. 


We stayod at Stavanger for a couple of days waiting for the ship 
that was to tako us across the North Sea to Hull, England. Wo stayed nt 
Hull for « few days too. We were 411 well and enjoyed everything. Martha 
and T woro tnkon to the doctor one day. Thut gavo us 4 frightful scaro, 
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but the doctor said it was only bedbug bites, 


We crossed England by train to Liverpool and from there sailed 
on a Cunard Line ship to Ellis Island and New York. 


On the train from New York to Ossian we had to furnish our own 
food, and we had a hard time keeping up the supply. We spoke only 
Norwegian, so finding the stores and doing the shopping while the train 
stood at a station wasn't easy. We thought that Dad was left behind once, 
but he showed up. 


Sigve and Berge met us at the station in Ossian. They had to get 
some crackers and cheese the very first thing. We were starved. 


We were all very well satisfied with this country. We went to 
school and studied hard at home. Dad and Mother always said they were 
glad they came here early enough to bring us all along. They were both 
confessing Christians and were glad to join the Hauges Stavanger church. 


Most of the children later went west to take up homesteads in 
North Dakota and Montana. Only Sigve and Berge remained in the home 
community in Iowa. Carrie, the youngest stayed closest to home -- just 
across the state line at Ostrander, Minnesota. 


* ok Ok KOK OK Kk 


My oldest grandson, Jac Rendahl, wrote, "I am studying Norse 
at Concordia and, believe it or not, I am going to Norway next summer." 
Summer of 1950 came and he really was going. He was one of a group of 150 
or more students from this country attending the American Summer School 
at Oslo University. I said goodbye to him in Moorhead -- he was leaving 
the noxt day. Then I went home to Fillmoro and wrote an air-mail letter 
to & cousin, Mrs. Stine Gabrielson, in Stavanger that Jack was loaving 
Now York on the "Stavengerfjord" June thirteenth for Oslo. When ho arrived 
at Stavengeor one of tho officers at the Stavanger Dampskibs Selskab came 
aboard, called Jack's namo over the public address system and took him home 
to his mother's for broakfast. Some surprise! His mothor was the cousin to 
whom I had writton. 


He enjoyed Norway. When hoe left Oslo he took a train to 
Stavenger and the same man, Bérge Gabrielson, went along with him te Nerstrand 
where our home once was and where most of our folks still live. They both 
had bicycles and got cround quite a bit. He tells now nice it was there 
and brought back pictures taken at our old home and other places in Nerstrand. 


After listening to Jack tell about Nerstrand and Stavanger, his 
brother, Roy, turned to mo and said, Why did you folks leave there if it 
was such o grand place?" I really hadn't thought much about why wo had left, 
but I rememborcd what Mother and Dad had snid about it, What I told Roy is 
what TI have writton hare. 


--Sena Rendahl 


mt 
& e jet 


-eotld sail elo paw 32 aT pared 


holise ovedd movi fae Coogrer!] ot. piksn yd ‘baelyral | peot oW 
efroY. welt bas baefel 2llld o¢ q enid bx 


nwo "TWO dia ot bad ow asteeO ot ofro¥ wolf noth atart edt 20 

Wino odoge SW .ylaqua edt qo gatges! emit [2 bad ew bine 

tia«t edd afitw yatqqode edt jato6 bas eotote . ond 3 
"ono baided #96 aay bad dads SAE ow yess t'n 


toy ot barf sane mle mi noltes te. it ix Bite 
bevradta Oe fs OL a x er & ° 


ot thew eli nD ids Ad ae fee view it 


erew yats bise ayant se yedsoli bag: Bb -omod de braddk 
itod evew yet? gnats fla, eu gndad at guone yinge e@ 
atftorwmta regoarede aoe etd mot oF hc OT9H pa 2 


ae poaebe niece qe eoted: ot teow ditow : 
emerk osha ai bonLomer. sate ia 8 
Jaug =~ eno ot, deoaele. reek eel 


a ae ee # K+ 
hy SER 

Seton qniybute nm: I" votouw , Isto bigeet atm dacs este ved yt 
"tems teen yawroll od Sivtoy ma i won to di eveifod qbaa  e 
Jef To quorgy 5 to ono enw of -3mi09 saw yiloey of bas. om 
Loote® yommne . meoia oma vertd dibavtta ky rthwipo aie aro" 
anivesl aw of ~~ baortoaM at mid ‘ot oye bao, bine t 
sottel fham-vis an etomw cba oom Lea “entor! vaew Ayer? « 
gaivaol grew doal dhiidt’ ogra Te Fo» fo elotided Te oat |’ 
beviaie ed aedW  .olgO set dénsednend ong "rok tron sauvage" on? £ 
oman dodaloe ad? Aegqisd regnevata oft ta ayeol tte edd to ono + 
oon mid xood han motave agen bbs sildug odd rove amen a'dont belie 


ot alewoo adt gow yodtom ath fos ainqtve ones) ,deothlaod +o% 2 'sodgom i 
ado tow bart Im 


oF maid @ dood of ofeO tel of aad ’ Sewrron peat 3 oe 
baotteroh od mid ddiw yaols taow \noeleiadad ogrkd coam onze oft b 
Aged yen? .ovtl Ifide asthet auo to. tom ‘or odw. baa eew 08a 
orendd wow tt coin wom effod oH .tid a et iup “bauer. | 
ebaartero ai eooal@: AE) hea: emort bio. NO aan : 


e gel rey aownse baa beunrerout duod 

$i th overt ovmol galte? ; voy bi 
«ftol bod ow yw duos fount | 
ei-yok bias 4 er iat 


Page 3S 
THE LARS AMDAHL FAMILY 


LARS BERGESON AMDAHL was born March 6, 1836 on the Inner Amdal 
farm in Nerstrand, in the Stavanger area of Norway. He died May 1, 1912 
at Ossian, Iowa. On October 9, 1867, he was married at Sandvik, 
Nerstrand, to -- 


METTE MARGARETHE SIGVESDATTER SANDVIK. She was born May 26, 
1843 at Sandvik in Nerstrand and died December 22, 1895 at Ossian, Iowa. 
Their children were: 


1. Sigve Larson Amdahl (June 14, 1868 - October 7, 1927) 
married March 13, 1897 at Ossian, Iowa, to Anna-Severina Walvatne (be. 
September 24, 1876). Mrs. Anna Amdahl lives at 2324 Aberdeen Avenue, 
Hoquiam, Washington. 


2. Berge Larson Amdahl (b. June 9, 1870) m. October 5, 1898 
in Mlitary Township, Winnishiek County, Iowa to Margrethe (lmrgaret) 
Torske (b. July 3, 1876). They live at 402 Upper Broadway, Decorah, Iowa. 


3. Marthe (Martha) Larsdatter Amdahl (b. September 22, 1872) 
me at Ossian, Iowa, in 1893 to Thorvald Watland (b. June 7, 1871). They 
live at Fillmore, North Dakota. 


4. Bertha Serine (Sena) Larsdatter Amdahl (b. December 27, 
1874) m. at Ostrander, IJinnesota February 12, 1902 to John J. (Johannesson) 
Rendahl (June 18, 1877 =- November 26, 1943). She lives at Fillmore, 
North Dakota. 


5. Bérge (Bert) Severin Larson Amdahl (b. October 7, 1877) m. 
July 14, 1909 et Fillmore, North Dakota to Florence Adams. Their home 
is at Carpio, North Dakota. 


6. Lars Mandius Larson Amdahl (December 23, 1879 - June 21, 
1934) m. at abel, Minnesota, February 2, 1904 to Elle L. Morgan. Mrs. 
Elle Amdehl lives at Hingham, Montana. 


7. Mette Margrethe (Mattie) Larsdatter Amdahl (b. April 25, 
1882) m. At Rugby, North Dakota July 12, 1908 to Olaf Andrew Sterry. 
Tho Sterrys live at Hingham, Montana. 


8. Laura Josefine Larsdatter Amdahl (b. June 26, 1885) m at 
York, North Dakota, June 2, 1902 to Clyde Nimrod Ridenour. Mrs. Laura 
Ridenour lives at Bowbolls, North Dakota. 


9. Kaia (Carrie) Lovise Larsdatter Amdahl (b. August 24, 1887) 
me at Ostrander, Minnesota February 22, 1914 to Louris (Louis) Severin 


Johenneseon Rendahl (bd. Hare Ap Sug} 1884). They live at Ostrander, Minnesota. 
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ANCESTRAL LINES 
I, Lars Bergeson Amdahl (b.* 1836.) His father was-- 


II. Berge Andersson Amdal (b. November 10, 1788) m. Martha Larsdatter 
Dokkskar (b. December 25, 1805.) Berge's father was-- 


III. Anders Olson Amdal (bd. March 7, 1764) m July 20, 1786 to Kari 
Bergesdatter Tjeltveit (b. November 11, 1764.) Anders father was-- 


IV. Ole Mikkelson Amdal (bd. January 13, 1734) m. Margreta Andersdatter 
Indre-Nessa (b. karch 12, 1740.) Ole's father was-- 


V. Mikkel Olson Maurland (b..1701.) The name "Maurland" indicates that 

he lived on the Maurland farm. It was perhaps his son who first moved to 

the Amdal farm. Mikkel was married to Marta Reiarsdatter Solheim (bo. 1705). 
Mikkel's father was-- 


VI. Olo Mikkelson Vik of Skudenes (b. 1670). Ole's father was-- 
VII. Mikkel Torgilsson Maurland (b. 1630). 


FOR RK ROK OK OR 


I, Is. Lars Bergeson Amdahl (Motto Margarethe Sigvesdatter Sandvik) 
(b. 1843.) Hor father was-- 


Il, Sigve Larsson Sandvik (b. Novomber 19, 1797) m. Borta Sorina Sjursdatter 
Hundsnes (b. February 23, 1806) Sigve's father was. 


Ill, Lars Sigvoson Sandvik (ly 7, 1769) m. Marta Osmundsdatter Ikdal 
Woe 7 i). They were married Juno 8, 1794, Lars! father was-- 


IV, Sigve Sigveson Sandvik (b. 1731) m. June 24, 1765 to Siri Nilsdatter 
Toftdy (b. February 13, 1735.) His father was-- 


V. Sigve Sigveson Skoie (b. 1694) m. Aasa Larsdattor Stoplo (b. 1698.) 
Sigvo's Skoio's father was-- 


VI. Sigve Osmundson Skeic of Sandeid (b. 1630) m. Brynhild Jonsdatter Vadla. 
His father was-- 


VIII. Osmund Sigveson Haaland of Sandoid. His birthdate could be somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 1600. His father's name was Sigve. Notico how often 
the name "Sigve" appears in this ancestral lino. 


*b.--born. m.e--married. de--died. 


--From the Amdahl Ancestral Chart 
by ‘“nsgar Ellingsen, Stavanger, Norway 
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"OLD MARTHA" SANDVIK 


This is an account of Mrs. Lars Amdahl's grandmother based on 
Rosdail's "The Ikdal Family" with a few additions and some modifications 
based on Norwegian census and church records. Direct ancestors of the 
Amdahls are in capital letters. 


MARTHA OSMUNDSDATTER IKDAL (b. 1774) was married in 1794 to 
LARS SIGVESON SANDVIK (b. 1769) and after thoir marriage they lived on 
the farm Kaarhus. LARS had a brother Sigve and another brother who lived 
on Stoltsvik, Nerstrand parish. They were the sons of SIGVE SIGVESON 
SANDVIK the elder (b. 1731) and his wifc, SIRI NILSDATTER TOFT@Y (b. 1735). 
Kaarhus was in Vats parish, which was cast of Skjold but annexed to it and 
attended by a pastcr from there. MARTHA and LARS did not like the Kaarhus 
farm, so after 1801 they bought Sandvik, the second farm from the north end 
of Norstrand and adjacent to the farm Stolsvike Sandvik was a big farm with 
a lot of timber. There woro threo "husmenn". Although almost as rocky as 
other Norwegian farms, Sandvik was mostly level -- more so than tho average. 
It supported 20 head of roan cattle, 50 sheep, 30 goats and three horses, 
and raised hay, oats, barley and vegctables. There were also Apple, pear, 
and plum trees, gooseberrics, etc. The timber was mostly pine, but there 
was a groat deal of spruco and birch. Thero were two flour mills and a 
suw mill, A man having 4 farm with lots of trecs was usually woll-off as 
he could sell the timber. It is said that the farm "raiscd 3000 one year". 
So MARTHA and LARS became quite well-to-do, in fact, "rich and independent" 
according to Norwegian rural standards. Sandvik ran down to tho water on 
tho southwest and was directly across from the big island Borgoy. 


LARS and MARTHA SANDVIK had four children: SIGVE (balo7), 
Osmund (b. ca. 1800), Sori and Eli. At least the first two wore born at 
Kasrhus; the others perhaps on Sandvik. LARS must have been the first of 
the parents to die as wo know that MARTHA spent the last years of hor lifo 
with her oldost son, SIGVE, who inhoritcd the farm At SIGVE'S homo she 
had a scparate room where she stayod neerly all the time, oven for moals, 
as wo lotrn from a groat-grand nephew, Ole Sevig. When a lad of six or 
sevon Ole wont to work for SIGVE. On the first day he carricd wood into OID 
MARTHA'S room and she askod him his name. Sho then told him sho was rolatod 
to him and invitod him to sit dowm and talk to hor and havo somothing to cat. 
Olo seid he couldn't just thon as ho was busy but that ho would come back 
in the evening. 


That ovening Ole sat at the table with SIGVE and his wifo BERTA 
SERINA (b. 1806) and their children. He wasn't eating very much as he was 
thinking of the meal MARTHA had promised him. One of SIGVE'S daughters 
noticed this and asked him if he was homesick already. Ole replicd, "No, 
I am only saving up to cat with OID MARTHA." So thoy told him to go into 
her room. He did this und thoy talked about relationships. This was tho 
beginning of a greet friendship, and os long as he worked for SIGVE (until 
ho was oight or nino), Ole spent almost every evening aftor oight o'clock 
in OID ]!sRTHA'S room making his shoes, at which he was very good. We may 
woll bolieve that OLD MARTHA had more than common understanding of children 
to kocp Ole away from the cousins of his own age. Ono of these, METTE 
MARGRETHE (later to become MRS. LARS AMDAHL), slept with OLD MARTHA at night. 


OID MARTHA dicd in 1860 or 1861 and is probably buried with LARS 
in Norstrand "kirkegaard", 
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NORWSGIaN CENSUS REPORTS FROM 1801 


These census reports from 180] are reprinted in the third and 
fourth yearbooks of the "Rogaland Asttesogelag", Stavanger, 1943 and 1944, 
Translated from the Norse. 4ncestors" nomes are written in capital letters, 


INNER ANDAL, NERSTRAND 


Michel Olson 40, farmer, wife Kuron Reiersdattor 29, Childrens 
Qle 10, Karon 4, Margretho 2, Roior 7, Hired holp: Ole Olson 22, Brithe 
Rasmusdatter 50, ; 


ANDERS OLSEN 38, farmor, wife KARI BERGESDATTER 36. Children; 
BERGE 13, Ole 10, anders 2, Moron 8, Margrethe 5. 
(Note: I&chel and Anders were no doubt brothers who owned Inner Amdal. 
My grandmother told me about the form being divided among brothors.--Sena) 


OLE MICHELSEN 70, rotired and pensioned, wife MARGRETHE 
ANDERSDsaTTER 62, Ingeborg Margrotho Olsdatter 19, 


Johannes Tgrresen 57, husmenn, wife Ingoborg Andersdatter 60, 


Niels Stephansen 37, husrmann with garden plot, wife Ingelev 
Andersdatter 29, Stephen 1, 


Ole Knudsen 32, married for second time, husmann with garden 
plot, wife Ingor Andorsdatter 54: Their childrens aAndors 2, Brithao 6. 
Marthe Sgronsdatter 70 widow, wifco's mother. 


Ingeri Johnsdatter 80, widow, retired. Her children, Lars 
Danielsen 48, Anne Margretho 37, 


KAARHUS, VATS PARISH 


LARS SIGVESEN 31, farmer, wife MARTHA OSMUNDSDATTER 27. Children; 
SIGVE 3, Osmund 1. Hired holp: Anders Torbjgrmsen 18, Ana Willumsdatter 47,® 
Brita Larsdattcr 16. 


Peder Borgesen 36, farmor, wife Brynille Olsdatter 35. Children: 
Berge 12, Mario 10, Lisbeth 7, Malono 5, Kuri 3, Siri 1, 


(This is followod by a list of additional hired help and three 
husmenn and their families, ) 


SANDVIK, NERST RAND 


SIGVED SIGVEDSEN 70, marriod for a second time, farmor, wife Anna 
Larsdatter 40. Children; Lars 14, Osmund 13, Thomas 5, Brgnilla 16,. Britta 9, 
Anne 6, Gunills 1. Hired help: Ole Olsen 28, Martha Osmundsdatter 21. (Thon 
follows a list of threc othor familios--husmonn. Our Oneestors are SIGVED and 
his first wifo, SIRI NILSDATTER TOFTQY, mother of LARS SIGVESEN who Wis 
mirried and lived at Kaarhus when this 1801 census was taken, -~Sena) 
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AMDAHL FAMILY RECORDS 
1951 Number Two 
For copies write to 
Mrs. Sena Amdahl Rendahl 
Fillmore, North Dakota 


MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH 


As I sit here this December 27th, 1950, in my little modern 
house, alone=-looking back over a long life which takes me back to Norway 
for my first seventeen years, to Ossian, Iowa, for eicht years and fifty 
oné years in the Fillmore, North Dakota @rea--my thoughts go back to my 
childhood and youth. 


At home in Nerstrand, Norway, there was a lot of space for work 
and play, lots of berries, apples, pears, nuts, black raspberries, and wild 
berries in the pastures, I remember the nice big beach for wading and 
swimming, the roomy house, and everyone busy with something. There were nine 
children and crandmother to spin, weave and knit stockings for. 


There were two hired cirls before my sister and I were big 
enough to take over, but I think that was while Dad was having a ship built 
and had many workers around. Later we had only one. 


I can remember that Grandpa and Grandma Amdahl lived in a house 
a little ways from ours. Then Grandpa died (Berge Andersson Amial 1788~ 
cae 1879). The house was sold and Grandma (Martha Larsdatter Dokkskar 1805~- 
cae 1898) lived with us. She used to tell about people who had lived around 
there, about the two brothers who had divided the Amal farm, and about 
distant relatives who had moved away and others who had moved in. I remember 
she said once that we had relatives at Ubfe (Aubdg) in Sjernaroy. She told 
about Grandpa Berge--when they were married he brought her to his hone across 
the mountains, carrying her most of the Wwaye 


There were other ways of cetting information too. When a 
neighbor woman came to bake "flatbrgd" one of us girls would start rolling 
out the bread and as she finished it she would tell stories about our people. 
She told about our father Lars and his brother Anderss ‘what husky, good- 
looking young men they were; that Dad married a rirl from Sandvik and her 
mother (Berta Serina) told her to take a rope along so she wouldn't fall 
into the sea from the steep mountainous parts of the farm. 


We used to drive with horse and buggy to church and to Sandvik, 
Mother's home. We went to Sandvik once a year, We were usually a big load, 
so when we went up a long steep hill Dad would get off and walk along side 
of the horse, leading it along. 


There was a revival in our community in Norway, probably about 
1882. My oldest brother was converted. Then for a while he was considered 
a "backslider", Dad criticized the way the revivalists had carried on. He 
thought he was a Christian because he had done what he was supposed to dos 
read a long sermon out of a book every Sunday when there was no church 
service. Then, when he read in the Bible that it was better that a millstone 
was hung around his neck and he was sunk into the ocean, that brought him 
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pretty low, and he was converted too. I remember my parents sold their 
gold rings, brooches and the things they didn't want to wear any more, 
and bought silver spoons instead. Dad always warned against self righteousness. 


What an excitement it was in the spring to lead the cattle from 
the barn to the pasture in the mountains. The cattle were kept in until the 
grass had grovm enough, and they were just wild to get out. Threshing time 
was an exciting time too. The whole family was busy. The machine was run 
by waterpower from the mill near by. Of course, everything is exciting when 
you are youngo ; 


I guess I was an unusually ambitious child. I took my share of 
work since I was very young. Early in the spring I helped to rake the 
leaves from the grass where it was to be cut as hay--and that meant every 
nook and corner, Then we would spread manure as the men hauled it out on the 
field frem the barn. We had knitting along in case we had to wait for a load. 
And haying-~-Dad got up at four o’clock to cut a big field of hay as early 
as possible and we kids had to spread it. Then right after noon we would 
turn it, After this we usually took a run down to the beach and cooled off 
in the sea. On Sundays, if the sea was still, we would push a boat out from 
the boathouse and row around and sing and have a good time. 


In 1889 my brother, Sigve, went to the United States. Berge went 
the next years Then in '92 the nine of us started out, seven children 
between the ages nineteen and five, and parentse We sailed on the "Etruria" 
and we all enjoyed it oxcopt vor a couple cf days of seasicknesse Dad 
and luother weren't sick. They were too busy waiting on us. We arrived at 
Ses latter part of June, 1892. 

ew i 

At Ossian we were received into an old Norse community where 
everybody talked Norse and the minister was a nephew of my mother. We joined 
the Stavanger Lutheran congregation and brother Bert was confirmed the first 
fall. He had started in the confirmation class in Norway before we left. 


I like to recall the families who were there at that time. They 
were all so ~ood to us: Crm and Knut Fundinglands, Nils and Anon Stangelands, 
Halvor Paulsons, Toftes, John Walvatnes, Lars Osterhus', Lars Ramsfjelds, 

Evon Evensons and Syvert Hatlestads.« 


Dad, Sigve and Berge bought Syvert Hatlestad's farm near the 
Stavanger church. Hatlestad had bought a farm at LeRoy, Minnesota. People 
had started moving west. 


Three years later lMiother died--only fifty-two years old. I took 
charge of the house and the younger children. 


Later, my oldest sister, Martha, and her husband were looking for 
a home of their own and decided to go six or seven hundred miles northwest 
where Uncle Sam was offering one hundred sixty acre farms free. They said, 
"Come along", and we did. Bert and I were old enough to take land so we 
went along to Fillmore, North Dakota and soon were the proud owners of a 
farm each=--neighbors. I paid two hundred dollars to prove up my homestead. 
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instead of living there for five years. I was engaged to be married to 
John Rendahl and he had homesteaded eighteen miles further west. 


Dad and Mother said many times they were glad they came here, 
especially for the saka of the children, They had worked hard in Norway, 
even though there were many hands helping. st 


It would be nice to go to Norway once to soe those places again. 
But it is almost as satisfyinz to co to Iowa onco in a while to see the 
places there; the graves of lMother, Dad and Sigve; and the people I know 
who live in the Decorah hills and valleys, 


THE MOUNTAIN 


Back of Amdal, where the Nerstrand road once ended, there is 
a ridge of high, steep mountains--straight-cut granite--that extends into 
the sea. It was said that it was a dangerous place for boats to pass 
because of the whirlwinds caused by the high mountain. There were only 
a few farms north of the mountain: Ringe and Solheim. The people who lived 
. there had to travel by boat to town and to church. They usually left the 
boat at Kvam or Nessa and walked the rest of the way. 


The mountain ridge extended far back, as a backdrop for the 
community along the seashore. There was grass and heather for the sheep to 
eat in this no-man's-land, so people turned their sheep loose up there for 
the summer, We had goats, too. Every once in a while we had to g0 up the 
mountain to look for lost sheep or goats. I can imagine how Mother must have 
worried about us, but she never called to us to be careful like I used to do 
when my children were small. 


There were deep, long cracks in the granite mountain. We used to 
throw stcnes down and listen to them bounce from one side to the other until 
the sound would die away. We could not see the bottom. Sometimes the sheep 
would fall into these cracks and get caught on rock ledges. People rowing 
past would see them and give notice. Then my brother Sigve would go to 
rescue them with the aid of a rope and a couple of helpers. He was lowered 
down to the ledge. It seemed that he was the only one in the community who 
had the courage to do it. If other people had sheep on a ledge, they always 
asked Sigve to come with his rope. The most peculiar thing about it all was 
that he was the only person I have known who coulgn't swing in a swing. We 
sometimes sneaked up behind him and gave the swing a push when he sat in it 
and he would scream with fright. 


We were lucky that we did not fall off or into Ringebjerget. 
Not long after we left Norway, we heard that a boy had fallen off the 
mountain after going too close to the edge. He lost his life. He was 
working for Halvor Erfjord, the new owner of our Améal farm. 


-+Sena Rendahl 
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MORE ANCESTRAL LINES Page 10 
I. Lars Bergeson Amdahl (b. 1836). His mother was-- 


II. Martha Larsdatter Dokkskar (b. 1805. de ca.* 1898 at the age of 93) 
m. Berge Andersson Amial (b. 1788). Childrens Lars, Anders and Kari. 
Martha's father was-- 


III, Lars Kristoferson Dokkskar (be Sept. 29, 1761) of Vikedal parish, m, oa. 
1793 to Liva Andersdatter Indre-Nessa (b. Jane 14, 1767). Hie father was-- 


IV. Kristofer Sjurson Dokkskar (1730-1789) m. June 20, 1748 to Rannveig 
Jakobsdattor Store-Rgdne (1723-1804). Kristofor's father was--~ 


V. Sjur Kristoferson Dokkskar (1673-1735) m. Siri Laredatter Elfarvik 
(1691-1763), Sjur's father was-- 


VI. Kristofer Sjurson Hapnes (b. 1686). His father was-- 


VII. Sjur Larsson Selvaag of Finngy. 
te KR 


I. Irs. Lars Bergeson Amdahl (Itte Margarethe Sigvesdatter Sandvik) 
(bd. 1843), Her mother was-- 


II, Berta Serina Sjursdatter Hundsnes of Tysvaer (b. February 23, 1806) 
m. Sigve Larsson Sandvik (b. 1797). She died in July 1902 at Sandvik at the 
age of 96. Berta Serina'’s father was~~ 


III. Sjur Tormodgson Hundsnes (db. 1761) m. Siri Sigvesdatter Sandvik 
(ob. ca. 1765). His father was-- 


IV. Tormod Tormodson Hundsnes (be oM 1732) m. Kari Sjursdatter (b. 1740). 
His father was-- 


V. Tormod Andersson Vik (b. 1705) m Elen Olsdatter Vik (b. 1711). Her 
ancestry is Scottish if you follow it back a few generations (Sanderson). 
Tormod's father was-- 


VI. Anders Tormodson Indre-Nessa (1680-Jan. 15, 1766) m. Margreta 
Podorsdattor Storo-Nessa (1879+1748). His father was-- 


VII. Tormod Andersson Indre-Nessa (1644-1726) m. Brita Larsdatter (d.1690), 
Hie father was-- 


VIII. Anders Olavson Indre-Nessa (be ca. 1620) His father was-- 


Ik. Olav Erikson Indre-Nessa (b. ca. 1590, d. 1638 or 'S9), sheriff. His 
fathor wase- 


X. Erik Jakobson Byre (beca. 1560. d. after 1649) m. Magnhild Olavsdatter 
Foss of Hjolmeland. His father was-~ 

XI. Jakob Koll on Indre-Nessa (b.ca.1520) m. Liva Olavsdatter Kvam, who was 
daughter of-- 

XII. Olaf Eivinson, and his father was-~ 

XIII. Eivin Arnbjpgrnson, who was born about 1410 ADs 


*oae~~about. #eFrom the Amdehl Ancestral Chart 
by Ansgar Ellingsen, Stavanger, Norway/ 
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Page 11 
SIGVE AND BERTHA SERINA SANDVIK 


This is an account of ancestors SIGVE LARSSON SANDVIK (1797-ca. 
1872) and his wife, BERTA SERINA SJURSDATTER HUNDSNES (1806-1902) from 
Rosdails "The Ikdal Family", Chicago, 1947. (J. Hart Rosdail, 286 Eln, 
Elmhurst, Illinois. ) 


"SIGVE and BERTHA lived in a very large house, reputed to be 
tho lar;est house in tho Nerstrand parish. It was probably built by SIGVE 
aftor his marriage. The big frame structure faced south with the fjord just 
to the west. The dining room was ‘as large as two American bedrooms',. 
Thore was a large living room and two other roomse Also downstairs wore 
two halls, two bedrooms, and a kitchen. Upstairs was a room where twenty 
children wont to school. They all sat at a long table, ten on oach side. 
Yot thero was still plenty of room for a bed on each side of the table. 
Across the hall, which was big enough for a kitchen, was another room, 
also big onough for twenty children and two beds, There were two more 
bedrooms upstairs--one on the east and one on the: wost, The dimensions of 
the house were about 28 feet by 48 feet, according to the estimate of 
another cousin, a grandson who later built houses in Norway and said it 
contuined a lot of rooms both up and down. The measurements may not seem 
startling to American cousins, yet in this western area of small houses, 
tho houso on Sandvik must have appeared mammoth. 


"Apparently the house never seemed very empty in spite of its 
dimensions, for not only were there eight children but there was hired 
holp as well. SIGVE'S children were Anna Martha, Lars, Osmund, Seri, 
Lars (again), Karen Serine, Syvert, and METTE MARGRETHE. They were all 
born and raised on Sandvik. 


"SIGVE died around 1872 and was buried in Nerstrand's 'kirkegaard'. 
After his death BERTHA SERINA lived in a little 'folgahus' built for her on 
Léning (or Klowmming), a farm in Tysvaer, which SIGVE (or Johannes Lindanger) 
had owned and on which their son Syvert also went to live. When Syvert lost 
out on Klovning-Léning she must havo returned with him to Sandvik for we 
noxt hear of her living in o large 'folgahus' on Sandvik with Syvert. Her 
postimo in old ago, as it had beon in middle life, was knitting stockings. 
Up through hor 70s and 80s and even into her 90s she remainod very active 
and nimble on her feet. Sho was always just as interested in what was 
going on &s anyone. When she was about 92 or 93 she broke her hip and 
althou,;h sho was a small woman and her hip knitted so she could stand, 
she vais never able to walk again. She died on Sandvik in July of 1902 at 
tho uge of 97*years und six months, having been a widow for 30 years. 5 
There were lll people at the funeral and 105 of them were related to her. 


*or 96? 
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Page 12 
SELECTIONS (translated from the Norse) 


From "NEDSTRAND HERAD I HUNDRAD AAR“, a history of Nerstrand 
published in Stavanger in 1937 by Eirik Gjgsteins Boktrykkeri. 


In the chapter, “Lensmenn i Nedstrand", page 133 


"OLAV NESSA was sheriff for a timo prior to 1623." This refers 
to ancostor OLAV ERIKSON INDRE-NESSA mentioned on page 10. 


In the chapter, "Don Gamle og den Nye Kyrkja i Nedstrand" by P, 
B, Anda, page 42; 


"The Nedstrand council on Soptember 20, 1845 passed this 
resolutions: (A resolution conecrning the ownership of the church property 
which led to further resolutions to build a new church, which was accepted 
the following year.) The resolution was signed in the book of minutes by 
H. Ebbeson, Peder Bjelland, BERGE A. AMDAL and Holger Nilsen." This is 
BERGE ANDERSSON AIDAL (b. 1788). See Ancestral Lines on page 4 of Amdahl 
Family Records, Number One, 


In tho chapter, "Prestar i Nedstrand" by P. B. Anda, page 50: 


"HANS RASIJUSSON PIIL, was pastor in Nostrand for a short tim, 
but whon his father-in-law died in 1635 ho became pastor in Hjelmeland and 
from 1639 pastor of Vikedal whero he died in 1683." 

This refers to an ancestor, the great AAS de of See ce 
JAKOBSDATTER STORE-R@DNE, mentioned in "More Ancestral Lines” on page ° 
Pastor HANS PIIL'S dal eka o great grandmother, was MARI DANIELSDATTER, 


daughter of Pastor DANIEL JQRGEN SON pastor of Hjelmeland, son of Bishop 
JQRGEN ERICSON. 
ee ee 


From "HVEM! ER HVEM" 1948 edition--The Norwegian "Who's Who." 


"Amdal, Michel Tjaerandsen, Lieutenant colonel, Hafrsfjord. 
b, February 28, 1867 at Nedstrand, son of farmer Tjaerand Thoreson Amal 
(1817-84) and Bertha Jgrgine Mikkelsdatter Amdal (1840-1915), Marricd 1896, 
Rakol Marie Béo (b. March 4, 1873). Major, thon military athletic instructor 
at Aalesund and Bergen. At the Malde 'gaard' since 1915." 


The "Stavanger Aftenblad", the August 11, 1949 issue, carried an 
account of his death in 1949 at the age of 82. He is our second cousin 
on his Mother's side of the family. He was my teacher in evening school 
the year before we left Norway. 


--Sena 
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AMDAHL FAMILY RECORDS a7 


J 
Number Three (1952) 
For copiés write to 
Mrs. Sena Amdahl Rendahl 
Fillmore, North Dakota 


HOMESTEAD DAYS AT FILLMORE AND GIRARD LAKE 


It was in the spring of 1899 that my sister, Martha (Mrs. 
Thorwald Watland) her three children, and I arrived at Churchés Ferry, 
North Dakota on a Great Northern train. Thorwald Watland, Pete Watland, 
and my brother, Bert Amdahl, followed in the homeseekers freight car 
which they had loaded at Leroy, Minn., with horses, cows and some farm 
and household equipment. At Churches Ferry we were met by Ole Okland, 
Mr. Watland's brother-in-law. He took us to his home and provided 
sleeping quarters and food for several days. Mrs. Okland had quite a 
houseful. She had cleaned up a granary, put straw on the floor, and 
made beds for all the men there when they arrived a day or two later, 


The next day the men hired a livery team and drove westward 
to locate homesteads. That is what we had come for, and the job had to 
be rushed, too, because homestead land was going fast. After they had 
driven quite some distance they saw two men building a claim shanty so 
they drove over and talked to them. That was their first meeting with 
Iver Iverson and Iver Brenno, who became their neighbors. Mr. Iverson 
went with them and helped them locate desirable land. The next morning 
we went to Devils Lake, where the government land office was located, 
and filed on the land without delay so no one would get ahead of uSe 
Our claims were near the present town of Fillmore. 


Watlands worked Knut Okland's farm near Churches Ferry that 
summer and the rest of us spent the summer around there, too. We 
attended the Lebanon church near Brinsmade and got acquainted with quite 
a few people. 


The men made a trip to the claims to start some buildings, 
dig a well and make preparations to move there in the fall. They brought 
lumber along from Leeds. 


And now, all set to go, we started out with two teams of 
horses, a buggy, & hayrack filled with our belongings, and a few cattle. 


I had a hard time breaking away from the H. Beaverstad family 
where I had been working during the summer. Help was scarce and they 
needed help badly, but I had promised to drive a team of horses for 
Watlands, 


Mr. Watland walked, driving the cattle. We went through 
Brinsmade, past the "big butte" and on toward the west. We saw a few 
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claim shacks here and there, but there was not much of a trail. Watland 
called to us, "Follow the sun". Using the sun as our compass, we arrived 
at the Watland claim before dark. 


Mrs. Watland was driving the team with the buggy and had her 
three children with her. She must have been tired when she arrived, 
but no one complained. 


Iver Iverson and Louis Knutson had built fairly good houses 
for themselves during the summer. There was a house on the Natland 
claim and one for my brother Bert and me on the property line between 
our two claims. Thorwald Watland had made several trips north to the 
Turtle Mountains to get wood for the winter. 


There were no heating stoves. The cook stove provided all the 
warmth, Later, when flax straw was available, straw heaters were used. 
A steel drum filled with flax straw was placed on top of the cookstove 
and connected with the stovepipe. I can still see Bert stuffing the 
drums. He had to do that outside, alongside the pile of flax straw, 


That fall I worked for Mrs. Iver Iverson during her confinement, 
The Iversons had four childrent: Ingvald, Gertie, Oline, and Clara--and 
the baby was named Thea. She was baptized at the Andrew Lybeck home 
a few miles to the east. 


Bert bought a reed organ so we would have something to do during 
the winter months. He played the violin, I had a good beginning in music 
and was eager to learn more on the organ, so we had a good time. 


Pastors from Rugby had begun to come to preach in the homes; 
at Knutsons' and Iversons' and later at Watlands' after their new home 
was completed. The Reverend Carl Vang from the Lutheran Free Church in 
Rugby was here many times, 


Mrs. Louis Knutson and I attempted a Sunday school at Bert's 
house since there was an organ thore. 


There were several children in the community who were old enough 
to go to school, so Ella Morgan started a school in « small shack that 
belonged to T. Thompson, 


4nd now it is spring~=-our first on the homestead. Breaking 
the prairie sod was the first job. Everyone was busy. As much ground as 
possible was to be planted to flax, and gardens were to be plowed and 
planted. Mrs. Watland planted sprigs of cottonwood in the furrows as her 
husband broke the sod west of their house. They all grew to become an 
ideal shelterbelt for the home place. Many of the trees are still there. 


There were no native trees to offer sholter from the wind on 
the Fillmore prairies. There were a few around Cranberry Lake and some 
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around Pleasant lake, but the wind was everywhere. One day the wind 

blew down the barn at Thorwald Watlands (it was really only a shed). 

The boards blew past the house where the family was watching, wondering 
whether the house would go next. Watlands had just added a bedroom to 
their little house, trying to get along until the next year (1901) when 
they would build u better house. There was a daughter added to the family 
while they lived in the shack. She was named Emma, The other children 
were Tillie, Lewis and Mattie. 


The flax fields were growing nicely that first season, and how 
pretty they looked in their pele blue coloring. People were enthusiastic 
and happy about future prospects. They were all wijling to help each 
other, but they all tried hard to be able to help themselves, 


In 1901 my youngest brother, Mendius Amdahl, came to North Dakota 
to take a homestead. He had stayed at home in Iowa until he was old enough 
to file a claim. He had to go into the hills between Fillmore and Esmond 
and there he could get only eighty acres instead of the usual 160, The 
land sround our claims was all taken. 


John Rendahl came the first days in June, 1901. He had been 
working his father's farm at Ostrander, Minnesota. Now his younger brother 
was taking over and John was looking for a homestead; too. He had to go 
eighteen miles further west to get one. While he was here we had several 
inches of snow, on the seventh of June. It had been a dry spring and only 
a little of the groin had sprouted, but now after the heavy fall of nice 
white, wet snow, the fields were soon all green. 


Erick Urness built a store about half a mile south of the present 
location of Fillmore. Since the Urnesses were newly married, there was to 
be a wedding dunce in the new store while floor space was available, ‘le 
considered it quite an elegant affair so all were to wear their very best. 
There was no drinking, none visible anyway. The few girls, only four or 
five, and the young men of the community had entered into an agreement that 
there was to be no drinking by the men and no refusing to dance by the girls. 
So everything went nicely, There were several men who played the violins 
Knut Torgorson, Austin Austinson, and Bert and Mandius Amdahl. 


Most of the unmarried homesteaders went back East over winter. 
The homesteader, by government regulation, had to make appearance on his 
claim at least once every six months. It often happened that homesteaders 
lost their claims by failing to return, either because of carelessness or 
because they could not take the hardships of pioneer life. Some sold their 
rights for a little sum of money, but most of them stayed to prove up their 
land. It did seem kind of hopeless to live so far from a railroad. 


The more ambitious farmers already had wheat as well as flax to 
haul to town. It was hard on the horses to haul so fur. They needed several 
hours of rest in town before starting for home, It took from early morning 
until late at night to take fifty to sixty bushels of grain to Knox or 
Pleasant Lake, 
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We were quite excited about the news that a railroad was being 
built to a point ten miles south of us. Yes, that was good news. It was 
the Northern Pacific that extendod its line from New Rockford to the new 
town of Esmond. This was a busy towm for many years and it had a big 
territory all around. 


I was going back to Ossian, Iowa for the winter of 1901-02, 
but first I had to prove up my homestead in order to be free to move with 
my husband to his claim in the Girard Lake (Orrin) area, eightecn miles 
further west. We were married on February 12, 1902 at the Ostrander, 
Minnesota, Lutheran Church. 


In March we left Ostrander for our new home. Albert Heimsness, 
Ole Vongsness and John Vigum travelled with us. We arrived at Knox March 
esrd, just after a big blizzard. ‘ie climbed over a huge snowdrift to get 
off tho train. The prairie roads were open to sleighs so we reached Thorwald 
Watlands at Fillmore without mishap. Not everyone had been so fortunate. 
Minnie and Clara Nelson had frozen their hands while walking to a neighbors 
from their claim shack, where they had spent the night of the blizzard 
without heat, Martin Noem went over to get them and on the way they froze 
their hands and several fingers were later amputated. 


We stayed in the Fillmore area to put in the crops on my 
homestead. Later in the summer we were to move to Girard Lake to got 
settled on my husband's homestead, but in the meantime we lived in a shack 
on Hopper's hill. Hopper's hill belonged to my brother, Bert. He had 
bought it from a homesteader named Hopper. Bert donated land for a cemetery 
at the top of this hill and it is now the Fillmore cemetery. He sold the 
rest of the Hopper land to if, N. Stangeland. 


We lived in the Hopper shack for several months. It was fine 
except when it rained. The roof leaked badly, and you know what that 
would be like; but the sun was shining most of the time. We enjoyed looking 
over the community from the top of our hill, especially the Watland house, 
which wes closest, Mandius had built their new house the preceding year 
and it gleamed with fresh white paint. John Watland was born that spring 
of 1902, so now they had three girls and two boys. Hannah Berg worked there 
at that time. She was engaged to be married to Iver Brenno and the wedding 
was to take place in the fall, 


While we were living on Hopper's hill I had Indian visitors. 
There was quite a caravan of them, perhaps on their way to some Indian 
reservation, They must have been starved because they took all the eatables 
they could find. They didn't speak English, They probably asked for the 
food in their own language and when that did not bring it they helped 
themselvos. I was alone so I was glad when thoy left. I wasn't really 
afraid. I knew they were not enemies any longer. 


My husband had brought horses, cows, & couple of pigs, somo 
household goods and furniture, and some farm machinery in a freight car 
from Ostrander, Minnesota. ‘Woe got a few old hens from Bort and we raised 
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some chicks on Hopper's hille So we were all set for housekeeping, with 
pork, eggs and butter, It was still June, so the fow acres that had been 
broken on John's claim at Girard Lake had to be planted with flax, Mandius 
went along to help. We had a hard time crossing the big coulee. There were 


no bridges yet and the water was @6ep, 
1942572 


While building, we lived in Andrew Solheim's shack, It was very 
small and did not have a floor, but we got along all right. By September 
tenth the house and barn wero built and a well was dug. That day we had 
a real blizzard. The flax was green yet. Ranchers lost a lot of cattle, 
This was still ranch countrys The snow left, but the flax was ruined. 


Buildings had been erected across the road from us during the 
Summer and in the fall a family named Peterson moved in, Mrs. Peterson 
was @ sister of Iver Iverson of Fillmore, They had five children, You 
could see them running around on the prairie picking up things that they 
put into a big sack, In answer to my question about what they were picking, 
Mrs. Peterson explained that they had learned what people used for fuel 
out here. So the fuel problem was settled for the present anyway. None of 
the new settlers had eny money. It unually took all they had to get started. 
The "buffelo chips" weren’t ag bad as you think, We dignified the fuel with 
that name, but most of the dried chips were the calling cards of the range 
cattle that roamed over the prairies. 


Andrew Solheim moved into his shack efter we left and a man 
named Sjodin (Shodeen) built a shack on the fourth corner. We wero four 
close neighbors, two families and two bachelors, There were more people 
not far away, but these were horse and buggy duys. Neer Girard Lake lived 
the Ellertsons, Andrew and Ole Clson, Sabys, Blacks, Norlies and McDiarmids, 
South of us were the Rauches, They had three little girls: Helga, Gina and 
Martha, John Snider, Goetz and Youmans were close neighbors too, 


We lived in the Girard Lake community for sight years. There 
were quite a few improvements during this times Mr. Stackhouse built a 
store and postoffice (Brazil) within a half mile of our home, A schoolhouse 
was built and there was a telephone line connecting us with the rest of the 
world, But there was no church. 


To go to church wo would have to go to Fillmore or Silva, and 
with horse and buggy that wns almost too far, We didn't work on Sunday, 
but we came to the point that wo did not miss the church services, so we 
learned how eusy it is to get out of the habit of going to church. We 
went to have the children baptized, Our first child, Junald, was born the 
first part of January so he was about three months old before we could 
travel that far with a small baby. He was baptized at Thorwald Watland's 
homo at Fillmoro by the Roverend Carl S, Vang. May was baptized at Sanden's 
schoolhouse near Silva, also by Rev. Mr. Vang, and Ruby in Thompson's 
schoolhouse near Fillmore by the Reverend N. Holm. 


During one fall I helped haul wheat to Esmond, eighteon miles 
from our Girard Leake homestond. We started out at daybreak and I took 
our two-year old boy with mo on the wagon seat. He didn't cause any trouble, 


a egal 


Adiw .sutgeodeetod ick Joa ila stew ow 08) ae 2*eqqoH 
neod had ted? goes wot add do. ae tee Cia Sa 
wviboal »xAld dtiw betaela, od ot 
orew otedT .o9luoo ¥id oft ahizeato omihy rad 3 ty aw gic a 
gob cow modem ane Bow oe 


yiev 2a te Sher 2'mionfot werbad at bevil ow <githh 
tedmotget YF ginigia La profs” toy ow Id. eroolt “m gyx 
hod oy Sb fon? vaub eow.Llows bao F: ne ONSW OTH ufos 'e seuany 
Jelttae ‘to tol & S26l ‘Zisronst eye ; OW sere > 
sbosivy gaw xalt edd dod diol wore <Y 


ant? sath eu mot beor ont azo. 
Mosrodet ,ewi sal beyor ndewaved | 
woY Hombi ine ove of vad 99 
vers todd agntdd qu’! nv ig einian 8 
Snivote eer yort Someettlod se coltesup ym @ 
fast 10% boaw sf{qoog*+inw bears! bork ‘Yods tott host stgx 
Yo sack ,yawyas ¢nezota odd 103 ‘bofddoa saw mofdory Tout odd 
ebattate Yom. et ban + [ka doag yi fa I .ysaam 
Ntiw Lou a ebteages a Pi hy ea be ad rs Poo te 
agnat edd to ebtas yatl{eo, add ore "at at gilt. dud “ 
; cae ee aq eh TH 


awa as: pe 


nem oc bap dtel ew +slte aonda afdvotng bovom ribbed fo8 bt 

wot exaw OW temo. Avxus? oft no Ande 4 tl ind (aeebate) & 
aliqgecg gron stew s19dT vadoel siivadt ows Bice | mort tia’t: awd etod 7 
bevif cds] bretld 130% .eyeb Yasud baa opted oxow seodd tud aN 1 
enbimist(eM bas goiftoW ,axoald .gydo8)q¢moetO Sf) bas wotbaa: 8 1G 
bos anid ,agloH vel sty ofttil ooitt bad YodD yaetounk an gow ad pose 
cot exoddgion sols stew ananvoY ba sd +908 . TabEne ndob (9 ate 

baba 

ereadT sarsey tdgte 1 ytinawminon ofa] baad edtont beri f bale a 

a find esuankoat® .o omit etdt ants atiometarqm! wek 2 D.. 
exvoniooioa A ,omod wo Yo oftm Med o abhtiw (ivan) eolttatzog | 
sit to tao ode Atiw ev yaidvooance cat! ongdqelet 2 daw erode ban ae 
none On Biw atett te 


bas ,oviie 1o exomliid ot of oF ovat bl gow ow  douwita on 3 oT 
Nebwye ao atow F'abrb of - 18d oot teomin ain Frutt YSsgud m0 73 100m 
ow oo ,gooivtes domo odd-eetmy tint beb ew dart Jatog, ods 04 oma 
W stows ot yrtoy to tidad ott Yo dun doy ot 24 cee eave y 
oft ntod enw ,bfomib bit dari? wo sboxtdqrd age bk hie A? 
bivos ww oto'ted blo aritnom vottt tuody, ‘enw ode Mase “ 
atbaltoN SiowroaT du Bos itqad usw off ! 
2 meban® Jn bes ktgad efw) yo sO yay 2 
a'doagmod? at yu pee es 
etm git it 


Page 6 


and I didn't have to promise him anything to sit still oither. We had 
good dinners at Mrs. Erickson's restuarant. We made the trip every other 
day, fifteen trips in all, After that I did not haul any more whoat, but 
I helped with the heying the first years. 


Now we bouerded the toachor evory yoar. My husband was on the 
school board and had tho responsibility of finding o placo for the teacher 
to stay, 


Of the four homesteaders on our corner, Andrew Solheim stayed 
the longest. About the time we wero talking about moving away, he marriod 
and scttled down for « long stay. He bought farms, one aftcr another, as 
peoplo moved away. He soon hed four growing sons, so he had good help. 
later tho Solheims made their home in Rugby. The Petersons moved to 
Columbus, North Dekote. Sjodin died. He was an old mén when he first came 
there. I used to ask Sjodin over when we had rice pudding. It was his 
favorite dish. He often told what Junald had said to him shortly after 
starting school, "Sjodin, why don't you go to school, too, and learn 
something?" 


We had planted a nice grove of trees and they had grown to & 
good size. A new barn had been built and we added a living room and a 
bedroom to the house, so we really had a nice little home, but we knew we 
wanted to move to a place where there was o Lutheran church as soon as the 
children became old enough to go to Sunday school. 


Before we left Girard Lake the neighbors gave a surprise party 
in our honor and gave us a large kerosene hanging lamp. We still had it 
hanging in the hall at Fillmore after we hud electric lights, to remind 
us of our first home. After wo had picked everything in the lumber wagon 
and were ready to go, the lamp was still hunging in its place, so we took 
it in the buggy. drove the buggy and John had the wagon. It was quite 
exciting to move back to Fillmore cgain. Of course, we knew most of the 
people there from pioneer days and had visited there quite often, but 
beginning now in 1910, this was to bo home. We were returning to relatives, 
too. Bert Amdahl was thore ond Maggie (Mrs. Olaf Sterry) and Louise Rendahl 
Stangeland. Stangelands had thoir home place all built up by thet: time, 
and they had a little boy named Andy. The Sterrys, who had the country 
storo «and the Fillmore postoffico had a boy named Norman. 


We lecsed the Girard Lake homesteed to John Powell and bought 
Thorwald Watland's homestead at Fillmore, which adjoined my lend. The 
Wetlands had moved to Knox. We moved in the spring. That marks the end 


of tho homeste:nd period for us. 
‘e-Sena Rendahl 
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THE STORY OF THE SHOEMAKER Page 7 


In Norway shoemakers wore cfilled to the homes to make shoos 
for the whole family, They made quite a stay at the Amdahl home beéause 
we were so many, and I suppose we were hard on shoes, too. 


_ Of course, we ull wore wooden shoes at home and at school, but 
when we went to town or church or anyplace where there were town people 
present, we wore leather shoes. 


When my daughtor, May, was visiting her futher's cousin in 
Votlefjord, Sogn, in 1937, sho met their two children, ubout eight ond 
ten yeers of age. May had never seen wooden shoes beforc, so she made 
some remark ubout how wonderful it wis to see people weturing wooden shoes. 
The children were wearing theme Soon the little boy disappeared and when 
he returned he was wearing leather shoes. It showed that they roally were 
not so proud of their wooden shoes. 


Bach family made their own wooden shoes, but when it came to 
shoes of leather, they needed help. 


For our last supply of shoes before leaving Norway sixty years 
ago, & young man nemed Thorwald Watland was the shoemaxery, He stayed 
for quite a while, There was a reason, I suppose--and the reason was 
that my sister, Martha, was there with him much of the time, They seemed 
to be arguing, and enjoyed it so much that they have kept it up ever since. 


They have had sixty years of practice now, so they are real good 
at it. Both are talkative and witty. 


It keeps them young. 
--Sena Rendahl 
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Page 8 
ANOTHER ANCESTRAL LINE 
I, lars Bergeson Amdahl (b. 1836), His father was-- 


II, Bergo Andersson Amdal (bd. 1788), m. Martha Larsdatter Dokkskar 
(b. 1805). Berge's mother was-= 


III. Kari Bergesdatter Tjeltveit (b. November 11, 1764) m. Anders Olson 
Amdal (b. 1764). Her mother was-= 


IV, Mren Kristine Rasmusdatter Elfarvik (b. January 19, 1738) m June ep 
1763 to Berge Pederson Tjeltveit (Alyse tke) "(be 27585) d) Docembes 2, 1768). 
Maren's father was-- 


V. Rasmus Larsson Elfervik (b. 1702) m. Kristi Danielsdatter Vassenden 
(os 1720). Wis father wes-- 


VI. lLers Lersson Elfarvik (b. 1665) m. Kari Rasmusdatter Randa of Fister, 
His father was-- 


VIT, Lars Larsson Jprstad of Sjernergy (1632-1722) m Sigri (Siri) 
Steinsdatter Jelsa (bv. 1635, d. March 12, 1733 at the age of ca, 98), 
daughter of Stein Sivertson Jelsa (b. 1595), sheriff. lLar's mother was-- 


VIII, Siri Olavsdatter Auklend, m Lars Asgautson Jgrstad (b. 1600. ad. 
after 1658), sheriff of Sjerncrfy. The name "Largs" was brought into the 
family by sheriff Jgrstad. Sirits father was-- 


IX, Olav Jonson Aukland (1570-1655), sheriff of Hjelmeland, m. Margreta 
Bjgrnsdatter Norheim of Etne. Olav's mother was-- 


X. Bergitte Tollaksdatter Aukland (b. 1545) m. Jon Olavson Tytland 
(1540-1623), son of Olav Jonson Foss of Hjelmeland (1500-ca. 1563) and 
Siri Oddsdatter Fevoll of Hjelmeland. Bergitte's father was-- 

XI. Tollak Jonson Aukland of Hjelmeland (b. 1510). His father wos-- 
XII. Jon Tollakson Aukland (b. 1480). His father was-- 

XIII, Tollak Aukland of Hjelmeland, born about 1450. 


--From the Amdahl Ancestral Chart 
by Ansgar Ellingsen, Stavanger, Norway 
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